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Question : 1\11V rctircd .'UIdL;cs wllo iiltcild to act as Special Judges endorse judicial candidates?

Answer:

	

No. fZctired . jud,'-Ics arc hound by Canon 5 which prolli'bits any _jud,,c li -olil endorsilIL
candidates for public oflice .

A majority ol'tllc Judicial EJthic ;s Committee agces that retired judges wlio intend to act
as Special .Ludp,cs arc pi -olliblted fI'oln clldoi -slilg candidates for public office . Tllc test is a
sllbjcctive one. 11 : alter rctirin" . i judge intenlis to serve as a Special Judge. Ile nl!ISt loi -c`To
whultCVcr 01)hl)rtunitics Ile llas to endorse ctuldidatcs for public o1'lice.

f3 . M . Westbcrry
C 111i11'1112111

'l'lle 1=tllics Conlr1littcc ol' the
Kclltucky Judiciary

This formal Judicial Ethics Opinion was reversed by the Kentucky Supreme Court, McDonald v.
Ethics Committee ofthe Kentucky Judiciary, Ky., 3 S.W.3d 740 (1999) .
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